April 19, 1969 



Dear Hal, 

I just received your letter of the 17th today and am 
replying ±sa&: immediately because of the disturbing questions 
you raised in your letter.' 

Let me first say that in reading your letter the' 

first time I was very puzzled at just what you were referring to.' 

At first, I thought it might have had something to do with a letter 
that Paul had received from you concerning your anxiety that the 
knowledge of the Baxter & Ward memos orJfc the executive sessions 
had somehow gotten into the wrong hands of someone.' I told Paul ' 
and I again state here that at no time did I show this to anyone^ 

Bud Fensterwald had mentioned the existence of these memos but I 
had gathered from this that you had informed him so I merely told 
him that I had seen something you had mailed. 1 Since I was not really 
familiar with the nature of this material, I wasn’t even in a po- 
sition to discuss it.' 

In going over the letter the second time, I became aware 
of just who it was that you were referring to and that is, Fred? If 
I am wrong, then let me know. It dmes, however, look as if he is 
the one you have in mind. 1 

But now just exactly what it is that your reference is to . 

I must admit I have no awareness? It isi true that when I was there 
I let him look at my correspondence file but before I did I made 
sure that nothing of a confidential mscfcat nature was shown him that 
could endanger any relationship. But let me add that I felt most 
positive that ■ he took nothing from me and I don’t think he could 
have »■ Besides, I trusted him and although his judgment about certain 
matters may not necessarily ±hEXhEs± be the best I truly felt that 
his inquiry into this entire affair of Jk assassination was based _ 
on nothing but the desire for truth as^mine? If there was _ something 
about the Thornley matter that we discussed I knew of nothing that 
I couldn’t really tell him that would endanger any confidence. 1 As 
for other matters, such as the Hepburn affair I did discuss this 
with him but since the people down there are much closer to this 
thing than I have certainly been how kh 4 could I have discussed 
something I really had little knowledges of. : Somehow, your; letter 
suggests that Lifton may be involved but how I am not sure 1 ? 

I am also wondering at your reference to ’’getting out of 
the wtewlne frightening hole in which this work has buried me is by 
the sale of my work." In the next sentence , you say that ’’Your giving 
it, under any circumstances, jeopardizes this 0 ’’ Here, again— are you 
saying that I have sold what you have xft written which was given in 
confidence through the mail? 

The only other persons who see my correspondence have been 
the Whites but here, again, I trust them absolutely and when I show 
them things it is because I want them to be in a position to offer 
comments which will be of help«' 

Let’s assume that you are correct and that I did show what- 
ever it is you’re referring to, to whomever you are writing about o ! 
What purpose could I have in mind otherh than to get information? 

It all winds up in your possession because I let you know everything 
I learn about? You would have to ask yma yourself why I would do 
such a thing? To break confidences? JKx-flik Financial reasons? Blackmail? 
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As for making money out of this ors anything like that, I 
only wish I had a zerox machine that waa inexpensive because the 
costs of sending you zerox copies can be quite costly o (I remember 
my last mailing to you was several bills )'i ; However, I know that 
these are important for your work and the cost means nothing to me, 
really. When I know that you need things I send them to you and I 
say to myself: So you’ll be a little short of cash, but whht’ s mol?e 
important, anyway 0 ' I’m being honest whenl say that. 

For example, after I send you thisl letter I have to get copies 
of the stuff I promised you I would send to you zeroxedil You will 
get those and the only reason I didn’t send them with this letter 
was that I answered your letter immediately as I finished reading itf 

Well, I hope that this clarifys it$1 If not, you’ll have to 
explain furthe* because it is very disturbing to receive the irrwft 
kind of letter you just sento* Please, believe me Hal, I regard you 
not only as a person of high integrity whose concern in this whole 
matter is one of truth but I also regard you as a friend apart from 
thisi'i I recognize that your suspicion of whatever it is that I may 
have done is motivated by the concern for truth and I respond on 
that basis." If I have done anything to destroy this mutual confid- 
ence it would be very unsettling to me. If my judgment has been bad 
then let me know for I know that I am not perfect. 

How, I’d like to tell you about other matters that I have 
learned about. The first of these will i deal with the interview 
I had two days ago with Brandon. This xk is what he told me. 

Brandon said that his Dallas contact provided very little 
information about Odio to add to what he told you when you inter- 
viwwed him. He did say that his contact was interested in any list 
of names that could be provided her beyond that of the CD 

1553 file which I gave to Brandon and ste she read and examined. She 
recognized none of the photographs thatw were sent her with these 
documents. (These included all the ones of which I could think might 
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that Odio did work for lTieman-4Iarcus.i 



Before typing this letter I spate* spoke with Bill Turner. 1 



1 
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Turner said he had received a bullfight poster with a picture of 
Nagell on it and someone had written on it that the “traveller store 
beats Leavenworth* " He couldn’t make heads or tails of it except to 
say that theposter was from Madrid and that it was mailed 

from Delaware 1 ;* 

Turner also expounded on the theme of non4ciA participation 
in the assassination and suggested that too much emphasis had been 
placed on their alleged rd>le,‘ His remarks were made in the context 
of discussing Boxley so I gathered fromMhis that both he and Boxley 
were theorizing. From what Turner . says , it would appear to make 
sensed He pointed out these things ihaip point to ONI involvements* 

(1) The rivalry that exists between the CIA and the FBI is unlike " 
that of the ONI and the FBI which are much closer to each other. 1 

(2) Hoover is a 33 Mason and the ONI is"solid mason". (3)Regis Ken- 
nedy hanging around Guy Bannister & the 544 Camp St. Address with 
Kennedy sending all his reports on to FBI #1 man under Hoover, John 
P. Moore.i (4) Sergio Arcacha Smith gets his family out of Cuba 
through* the help of the ONIJi (5) Guy Bannister sends his reports 
to the FBI o (6 )Bannister sends a letter & to Guy Johnson and talks 
about "cutting off" the CIA from an operation, suggesting the ONI 0 
(7) BDGAR Eugene Bradley’s past Intelligence connections were too 
far back in the past for him to have been connected with the CIA 

and it is more likely his connections were -with the older established 
Intelligence organizations such as the FBI, OSS and the ONI. 

One other interesting thing that Turner told me that I’ll 
mention here is that when Turner spoke recently in Oregon at a 
college there someone came up to him. This person said he recognized 
the name of Bannister which Turner had mentioned in his talk and 
after Turner described him physically he registered in this person’s 
mind as the same one he had attended an ONI Reserve Officers training 
session in Norfolk, Virginia in I960;* Bannistfer told thi person that 
a constant complaint of Bannister’s was his crying about being 
assigned to Butte, Montana for the FBI whose office he headed there;-- 
Turner said that this was true in so far as Turner being in Butte 
and that he had been in the ONI. When Turner told this person that 
Bannister had died it was a complete surprise to him. 

Well, Hal, I thought this was going to be a short letter 
but it didn’t turn out that way. 1 So I’ll close now and hope that I 
do hear from you soon.* 

Best to you in theme ant ime.' 

Your friend. 



